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Keith O’Briant     Senior Vice President, North American Sales

Keith O’Briant is the Senior Vice President of North American Sales at Advanced BioHealing, Inc. 
(ABH). In this position, he is responsible for building the company’s world class sales organiza-
tion within the North American market. In just over three years, Mr. O’Briant has grown the sales 
force to over 100 people strong divided into eight regional Regenerative Medicine teams, a Spe-
cial Markets division, and a National Account team.  Mr. O’Briant joined the Company in October 
2006 as Vice President of Sales, to which he brought over 17 years of healthcare sales experience. 
Prior to joining ABH, Mr. O’Briant held a variety of sales-related leadership roles with Pfizer, Inc. 

Most recently, he served as a Sales Director leading a group of 10 district managers and more than 100 sales representatives. 
Mr. O’Briant is a natural leader with a proven record of sales success and is known throughout the industry for his ability to 
develop exceptional sales organizations, flawless execution of the strategic plan, and generate momentum for new product 
launches. Mr. O’Briant holds a B.A. in Business from the University of Louisiana.

Dean Tozer     Senior Vice President

Dean Tozer is Senior Vice President at Advanced BioHealing, Inc. (ABH). In this role he oversees 
marketing, corporate development, reimbursement, government affairs, product development, 
various regulatory functions and international expansion. Mr. Tozer joined ABH in March 2006 as 
Vice President of Marketing & Corporate Development. Prior to joining the Company, Mr. Tozer 
was a consultant to the biopharmaceutical industry assisting start-up organizations in develop-
ing commercial strategies for both pharmaceutical products and biomedical devices. Preceding 
his consulting career, he spent 10 years in the global pharmaceutical industry, primarily with G.D. 

Searle (a division of Monsanto) where he had a wide variety of roles in Global Marketing, Sales, Business Redesign, and Ac-
counting and Finance. One of the highlights of his career was being a commercial team lead for the highly successful global 
launch of Searle’s blockbuster drug Celebrex. His last position with Searle was as Director of Marketing for Searle Japan, based 
in Tokyo. He holds a Bachelor of Commerce from Saint Mary’s University in Halifax, Canada.

Kevin Rakin     Chairman & Chief Executive Officer

Kevin Rakin has served as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer at Advanced BioHealing, Inc. since 
February 2007. From January 2006, he served as interim CEO as well as an executive-in-residence 
at Canaan Partners. Previously, Mr. Rakin was a founder and President & CEO of Genaissance Phar-
maceuticals, Inc., a publicly traded pharmacogenomics company, until its merger with Clinical 
Data, Inc. in October 2005. Mr. Rakin has been actively involved in the biotechnology industry 
since 1990. He serves on the boards of Ipsogen SA and Vion Pharmaceuticals, Inc. He also serves 
on the CEO’s Council of Red Abbey Venture Partners and the executive committee of Connecticut 

United for Research Excellence (CURE), Connecticut’s Bioscience Cluster.  Mr. Rakin holds an M.B.A from Columbia University 
and received an M.S. in Finance and a B.S. in Business from the University of Cape Town.

Kathy McGee     Vice President & General Manager 

Kathy McGee is Vice President and General Manager at Advanced BioHealing, Inc. (ABH). She 
joined the Company in May 2006 as Vice President of Operations when ABH purchased global 
rights to manufacture Dermagraft and TransCyte from Smith & Nephew Wound Management LLC. 
Ms. McGee served for four years as Director of Manufacturing Operations at Smith & Nephew, and 
was instrumental in renovating and revalidating the original 70,000 square-foot manufacturing 
facility in La Jolla, California on behalf of ABH. Prior to joining Smith & Nephew, Ms. McGee began 
her career at Advanced Tissue Sciences, where she held numerous positions in Manufacturing 

and Quality Control in the diagnostic test kits business. In 1995, she transitioned to the therapeutic Manufacturing area of the 
business, where she ultimately held the position as Director of Manufacturing. Ms. McGee has been involved in the biotechnol-
ogy industry, with a strong focus on tissue engineered medical devices, since 1992. She holds an M.A. in Management from 
Webster University and a B.S. and Higher Diploma in Education from University College, Galway (Ireland).



Jan Lessem, MD, Ph.D     Vice President & Chief Medical Officer

Jan Lessem, M.D., Ph.D. joined Advanced BioHealing, Inc. (ABH) in November 2008 as Vice Presi-
dent and Chief Medical Officer. In this position, he is responsible for all clinical trials within ABH, 
and is currently running an international randomized controlled trial in venous leg ulcer with 
Dermagraft. Dr. Lessem has held several positions within the pharmaceutical industry with vary-
ing degrees of responsibility. He most recently served as CMO and Executive Vice President at 
CombinatoRx, a biopharmaceutical company focused on the discovery and development of com-
bination drugs, where before retiring in February 2007, he introduced seven programs into the 

clinic. Previously, Dr. Lessem was CMO and Executive Vice President at Orapharma before it was acquired by Johnson & John-
son in February 2003, and was responsible for the clinical development and approval of the lead compound Arrestin. Prior to 
joining Orapharma in 1998, Dr. Lessem spent three years as Medical Director at Takeda America Research and Development 
Center and was responsible for the clinical development of Pioglitazone in Diabetes. Prior to that, he was Director of Clinical 
Cardiovascular Research at Merck. Before embarking on his career in the pharmaceutical industry, Dr. Lessem spent 10 years in 
Academia in Sweden. He is a fellow of the American College of Cardiology and the American College of Rheumatology and is 
board certified in Cardiology in Sweden, and was an Associate Professor of Cardiology and Geriatrics. He has published close 
to 200 papers. Dr. Lessem holds an M.D. and a Ph.D. from the University of Lund in Sweden.

Therésa K. Dixon     VP, Government Affairs & Health Economics

Therésa K. Dixon is Vice President of Government Affairs & Health Economics at Advanced BioHeal-
ing, Inc., where she is responsible for leading the Company’s Government Affairs, Health Policy & 
Health Economics initiatives. Ms. Dixon joined the Company in January 2007 as Executive Director 
of Government Affairs & Health Policy. Previously, she was the National Director of Health Eco-
nomics for Smith & Nephew, a leading developer of advanced medical devices in wound manage-
ment, endoscopy and orthopedics. Prior to joining Smith & Nephew, she held a Senior Associate 
position at Covance Health Economics & Outcomes Services (previously Corning Inc.) supporting 

novel medical devices, pharmaceuticals and biologics placement into the U.S. healthcare payer system and marketplace. Ms. 
Dixon has worked in the biotechnology industry since 1995. She holds an M.B.A. from the University of Maryland, an M.S. in 
Health Care Management from Marymount University, and a B.S. from the University of Missouri.

Charles Hart, Ph.D     Vice President & Chief Scientific Officer

Charles E. Hart, Ph.D. joined Advanced BioHealing, Inc. in February 2009 as Chief Scientific Officer. 
In this role, Dr. Hart is responsible for directing a science-driven strategic plan to expand the clini-
cal use of Dermagraft into new therapeutic areas with a focus toward its use in soft tissue applica-
tions related to tendon and ligament injuries. Dr. Hart previous ly served as Chief Scientific Officer 
and Vice President at BioMimetic Therapeutics, a company focused on the development of PDGF-
based protein/device combination products for the treatment of musculoskeletal injuries. Prior 
to joining BioMimetic in January 2004, he spent 21 years at ZymoGenetics, Inc., a biotechnology 

company focused on therapeutic proteins, where he held a variety of positions, including Senior Director of Corporate Com-
munications and Investor Relations, Senior Director of Business Development, and Director of Protein Biochemistry. Over his 
career Dr. Hart’s research has focused on the discovery and development of protein therapeutics, several of which are on the 
market today. He is the author of over 55 scientific publications and holds over 30 US patents. Dr. Hart received his Ph.D. from 
the University of Washington, his M.S. from Oregon State University and his B.S. from the University of California at Davis. He 
currently holds the position of Assistant Clinical Professor in the Department of Medicine in the Vanderbilt University School 
of Medicine.


